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Proposed title of the session

Regional GDPs in the periphery: a long run perspective

Abstract

In recent years, research on the regional economics in the long run has received special attention, in particular within European and other developed
countries. Many of the results have shown that the present-day economic geography of Europe and the USA is the result of a long and complex
process in which both economic and historical forces have played their role. In this context, and despite many changes taking place since 1850, there
are more continuities than changes in the economic regional configuration.

This is why we argue that there are deep underlying forces explaining contemporaneous regional inequality and we emphasize those associated to
institutional backgrounds and geographical characteristics. The most basic forces are related with initial factor and resource endowments (Heckscher-
Ohlin model) while at a second level we find forces arising from the evolution of market potential and agglomeration economies (New Economic
Geography). The interaction of all these components takes place in a context with important variations in transportation costs and the degree of
international and interregional economic integration. New research with the focus on Latin America, Asia and the settler economies, has the potential
not only to provide a new perspective on the economic history of these regions but also to offer new insights on how those forces interact in the non-
core, peripheral countries. In that sense, natural resources location, industrial backwardness in most of this countries and low density regions leads us
to a new set of questions that we want to answer.

The main goal of the session is to bring together original research on the topic for these regions, with one of the following characteristics:

1. Empirical studies with estimations of regional GDP in the long run (since the end of the 19th to the beginning of the 21st century).

2. Characterizations of the dynamic of regional inequality, with contributions in topics like convergence among regions, agglomeration or spatial
mobility.

3. Analysis of the causes of regional economic development in the long run like changes in productivity, labour structure, capital intensity, etc.
4. Comparative studies among countries.

Instead we have an important set of expected participants, we want to open the session to new submissions.
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